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Restoration Program. Primarily func-
tioning to review installation restora-
tion documents, these committees are 
being expanded and modified at instal-
lations where interest or need neces-
sitates the creation of a RAB.

§ 203.4 Major components of the TAPP 
process. 

(a) The Department of Defense will 
issue purchase orders to technical as-
sistance, facilitation, training, and 
other public participation assistance 
providers subject to the purchase limit 
per order as resources continue to be 
available. If multiple purchase orders 
are needed to assist community mem-
bers of a particular RAB or TRC, the 
combined sum of these purchase orders 
cannot exceed $100,000 or, during any 
one year, the lesser of $25,000 or 1 per-
cent of the installation’s total pro-
jected environmental restoration cost-
to-complete. Note that these limita-
tions refer to the maximum allowable 
technical assistance funding per RAB/
TRC. Resources available within a 
given year may vary. These limitations 
apply unless a waiver is granted by the 
DoD Component Secretary or equiva-
lent for the installation in question. 
The $100,000 total and $25,000 annual 
limitations may be waived, as appro-
priate, to reflect the complexity of re-
sponse action, the nature and extent of 
contamination at the installation, the 
level of activity at the installation, 
projected total needs as identified by 
the TAPP recipient, the size and diver-
sity of the affected population, and the 
ability of the TAPP recipient to iden-
tify and raise funds from other sources. 

(b) Community members of the RAB/
TRC will provide a description of the 
services requested (TAPP Project De-
scription) and, if desired, the names of 
one or more proposed technical assist-
ance providers to the DoD RAB Co-
Chair, who will ensure the application 
is submitted to the installation com-
mander or other designated authority 
and to the appropriate DoD con-
tracting office. Technical assistance 
providers proposed by the community 
members of a RAB or TRC at each DoD 
installation that meets the minimum 
set of organizational qualifications 
guidelines provided by the Department 
of Defense in § 203.12 of this part will be 

added to the governments list of bid-
ders for the proposed procurement.

§ 203.5 TAPP process. 
This section provides an overview of 

the TAPP process. Specific details re-
ferred to in this section can be found in 
subsequent sections of this part. 

(a) TAPP funding. Funding for this 
TAPP program will come from the En-
vironmental Restoration Accounts es-
tablished for Army, Navy, and Air 
Force for operational installations. 
The funding for Defense Agencies’ oper-
ating installations will be from the De-
fense-Wide Environmental Restoration 
Account. Funding will be from the 
component’s base closure account for 
transferring or closing installations. 
Funding for Formerly Used Defense 
Sites will come from the Environ-
mental Restoration Account estab-
lished for Formerly Used Defense Sites. 
After justification of the TAPP pro-
posal, each DoD Component will make 
funds available from their individual 
installation’s environmental restora-
tion or BRAC accounts, considering a 
number of factors related to the res-
toration program at the installation 
and its impact upon the community. 
These factors include, but are not lim-
ited to: 

(1) Closure status. 
(2) Budget. 
(3) Installation restoration program 

status. 
(4) Presence (or absence) of alternate 

funding. 
(5) Relative risk posed by sites at the 

installation. 
(6) Type of task to be funded. 
(7) Community concern. 
(8) Available funding. 
(b) Identification of proposed TAPP 

project. Eligible applicants of RABs and 
TRCs, established in § 203.7 of this part, 
should determine whether a TAPP 
project is required to assist the com-
munity members of the RAB or TRC to 
interpret information regarding the na-
ture and extent of contamination or 
the proposed remedial actions. Eligi-
bility requirements for TAPP projects 
are described in §§ 203.10 and 203.11 of 
this part. In keeping with the require-
ments of 10 U.S.C. 2705(e), the RAB or 
TRC must be able to demonstrate that 
the technical expertise necessary for 
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the proposed TAPP project is not avail-
able through the Federal, State, or 
local agencies responsible for over-
seeing environmental restoration at 
the installation, or that the selection 
of an independent provider will con-
tribute to environmental restoration 
activities and the community accept-
ance of such activities. In addition, the 
Department of Defense encourages the 
RAB or TRC to seek other available 
sources of assistance prior to submit-
ting a request for TAPP in order to 
preserve limited resources. These 
sources include DoD’s installation res-
toration contractor, or other DoD con-
tractors or personnel, EPA or state 
regulatory personnel, volunteer serv-
ices from local universities or other ex-
perts, or assistance from state and 
local health and environmental organi-
zations. 

(c) TAPP project request. The RAB or 
TRC should notify the installation of 
its intent to pursue TAPP upon the de-
termination that other sources of as-
sistance are unavailable or unlikely to 
contribute to the community accept-
ance of environmental restoration ac-
tivities at the installation and should 
prepare a formal request specifying the 
type of assistance required and, if de-
sired, one or more sources for this as-
sistance. Details concerning this re-
quest are stated in § 203.9 of this part. 
The RAB or TRC must certify to the 
Department of Defense that the TAPP 
request represents a request by a ma-
jority of the community members of 
the RAB or TRC. The RAB or TRC 
should ensure that the request meets 
the eligibility requirements specified 
in §§ 203.10 and 203.11 of this part. Fur-
thermore, the RAB or TRC may outline 
additional criteria for the Department 
of Defense to consider in the selection 
of a provider (such as knowledge of 
local environmental conditions or spe-
cific technical issues, a prior work his-
tory within the study area which has 
relevant specific circumstances or 
unique challenges, or other relevant 
expertise or capabilities), keeping in 
mind that providers must meet the 
minimum technical qualifications out-
lined in § 203.12 of this part. The formal 
request should be submitted to the in-
stallation commander or designated 
decision authority, either directly, or 

through the DoD RAB Co-chair. The in-
stallation commander, or other des-
ignated decision authority, will review 
the proposed project to determine 
whether the proposed project conforms 
to the eligibility requirements. If the 
installation commander, or other des-
ignated authority, fails to approve the 
project request, the rationale for that 
decision will be provided to the RAB/
TRC in writing. 

(d) Purchase orders. Upon receipt of a 
completed TAPP request, the installa-
tion will begin the procurement proc-
ess necessary to obtain the desired 
services by means of a purchase order 
or will forward the request to the con-
tracting authority designated by the 
DoD Component to act for that instal-
lation. The government is required to 
follow the rules and regulations for 
purchase orders as outlined in the FAR 
(48 CFR part 13). As a result, the gov-
ernment cannot direct awards to a 
specified supplier unless the procure-
ment is under $2,500, and then only if 
the cost is comparable to other sup-
pliers. For procurements over $2,500 
but under $100,000, the acquisition is re-
served for small businesses, unless 
there is a reasonable expectation that 
small businesses could not provide the 
best scientific and technological 
sources consistent with the demands of 
the proposed acquisition for the best 
mix of cost, performance, and sched-
ules. Furthermore, the award must be 
on a competitive basis. In addition to 
proposing potential providers, the ap-
plication for technical assistance may 
indicate specific criteria or qualifica-
tions that are deemed necessary by the 
RAB/TRC for the completion of the 
project to their satisfaction. This in-
formation will be used to assist the De-
partment of Defense in preparing a bid-
ders list. The Department of Defense 
will solicit bids from those providers 
meeting the criteria and will select a 
provider offering the best value to the 
government. Should the procurement 
process identify a qualified respondent 
other than the proposed provider(s) 
identified by the RAB/TRC or fail to 
identify any qualified respondents, the 
RAB/TRC will be consulted prior to the 
award of a purchase order. If the De-
partment of Defense determines that 
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the TAPP request represents an eligi-
ble project for which no funds are 
available, it will ask the RAB or TRC 
to specify whether the project should 
be reconsidered upon the availability 
of additional funds. 

(e) Reporting requirements. The appli-
cant must assure that copies of deliv-
ered reports are made available to the 
Department of Defense and must com-
ply with the reporting requirements es-
tablished in § 203.14 of this part.

§ 203.6 Cost principles. 
(a) Non-profit contractors must com-

ply with the cost principles in OMB 
Circular A–122. Copies of the circular 
may be obtained from EOP Publica-
tions, 725 17th NW, NEOB, Washington, 
DC 20503. 

(b) For-profit contractors and sub-
contractors must comply with the cost 
principles in the FAR (48 CFR part 31).

§ 203.7 Eligible applicants. 
Eligible applicants are community 

members of RABs or TRCs. Further-
more, the RABs or TRCs must be com-
prised of at least three community 
members to ensure community inter-
ests are broadly represented. The appli-
cant must certify that the request rep-
resents the wishes of a simple majority 
of the community members of the RAB 
or TRC. Certification includes, but is 
not limited to, the results of a roll call 
vote of community members of the 
RAB or TRC documented in the meet-
ing minutes. Other requirements of the 
application are detailed in § 203.9 of this 
part.

§ 203.8 Evaluation criteria. 
The Department of Defense will begin 

the TAPP procurement process only 
after it has determined that all eligi-
bility and responsibility requirements 
listed in §§ 203.6, 203.7, and 203.9 of this 
part are met, and after review of the 
specific provider qualifications as sub-
mitted in the narrative section of the 
application. In addition, the proposed 
TAPP project must meet the eligibility 
criteria as specified in §§ 203.10 and 
203.11 of this part. Projects that fail to 
meet those requirements relating to 
the relevance of the proposed project to 
the restoration activities at the instal-
lation will not be approved.

§ 203.9 Submission of application. 
The applicant must submit a TAPP 

application to begin the TAPP procure-
ment process. The application form is 
included as appendix A of this part and 
can be obtained from the DoD installa-
tion, the DoD Component head-
quarters, or directly from the Depart-
ment of Defense, Office of the Deputy 
Under Secretary of Defense for Envi-
ronmental Security, 3400 Defense Pen-
tagon, Washington, D.C. 20301–3400. The 
applications will not be considered 
complete until the following data ele-
ments have been entered into the form: 

(a) Installation. 
(b) Source of TAPP request (names of 

RAB or TRC). 
(c) Certification of majority request. 
(d) RAB/TRC contact point for TAPP 

project. 
(e) Project title. 
(f) Project type (e.g. data interpreta-

tion, training, etc.). 
(g) Project purpose and description 

(descriptions, time and locations of 
products or services desired). 

(h) Statement of eligibility of 
project. 

(i) Proposed provider, if known. 
(j) Specific qualifications or criteria 

for provider.

§ 203.10 Eligible activities. 
(a) TAPP procurements should be 

pursued by the RAB or TRC only to the 
extent that Federal, State, or local 
agencies responsible for overseeing en-
vironmental restoration at the facility 
do not have the necessary technical ex-
pertise for the proposed project, or the 
proposed technical assistance will con-
tribute to the efficiency, effectiveness, 
or timeliness of environmental restora-
tion activities at the installation and 
is likely to contribute to community 
acceptance of those activities. 

(b) TAPP procurements may be used 
to fund activities that will contribute 
to the public’s ability to provide advice 
to decision-makers by improving the 
public’s understanding of overall condi-
tions and activities. Categories of eligi-
ble activities include the following: 

(1) Interpret technical documents. The 
installation restoration program docu-
ments each stage of investigation and 
decision-making with technical reports 
that summarize data and support 
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